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Notice of Annual General Meeting 

Notice is hereby given that the Thirtieth Annual General Meeting of the British Hang Gliding & Paragliding 
Association Limited will be held at The Belfry Hotel, Mellor’s Way, Off Woodhouse Way, Nottingham, NG8 
6PY on Saturday 12th February 2022 at 10.00 am for the following purposes: 

1. To receive the Accounts and the Report of the Executive Council for the year ended 31 March 
2021. 

2. To elect by ballot five members to the Executive Council from the following five candidates: 

M Asquith 
M Baxter 
B Bell    

          M Heywood 
                                                                             A Langford 
                                                                              

 

3. To appoint Fortus Audit LLP as auditors and to authorise the Executive Council to fix their 
remuneration. 

BY ORDER OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

M. Heywood, Company Secretary. 
8 Merus Court, Meridian Business Park, Leicester, LE19 1RJ 

Notes: 

1. Only Full, Concessionary and Honorary Members are entitled to vote.  A voting member is entitled to 
appoint a proxy, who MUST be a member who is otherwise entitled to vote, to attend, speak and vote instead 
of him.  Proxy forms must be lodged with the Leicester office not less than 48 hours before the time fixed for 
the meeting. 



Candidates for Election 

Marc Asquith 

Over 2 terms, I have now served just over 14 years as Chairman of the BHPA.  I have been on Exec. and BHGA Council before 
that almost continuously since 1989.  I am a flying nut, having had Air Experience flights on Chipmunks as an Air Cadet in the mid-
1970s, flying solo on gliders in 1975 and achieving my PPL in 1976.  I learned to fly hang gliders in 1977 with the Swansea 
University HGC.  I flew microlights and worked as an instructor in 1983/84.  Learned to fly paragliders in the late 1980s, I still have 
a pristine Airwave Black Magic!  I obtained my PPG and PHG ratings in the mid 1990s, mostly flying my Doodlebug / Discovery 
combination in and around Snowdonia.  I have been the BHPA delegate to Royal Aero Club since my first term as Chairman and 
became Chairman of the Royal Aero Club for a 3-year stint in the late 1990s.  I am now an Honorary Vice President of the 
RAeC.  As Chairman I attended the inaugural meeting of the European Hang Gliding and Paragliding Union in 1998 and have been 
the UK delegate during both my terms as BHPA Chairman.  I am currently the President of the EHPU and a member of the EHPU’s 
Management Committee.  Over the years, I have served the BHPA as PR Officer, Safety Officer, Insurance Officer, Admin Director, 
Treasurer and Chairman.  Professionally I am a Barrister specialising in Aviation Law. I am married to Adrianna, and we have 3 
children, Maria aged 16 and the twins, Daniel and Andrea aged 6.  If re-elected I am willing to continue to serve as Chairman until 
my planned retirement as Chairman in 2023, a date delayed by one year as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
Martin Baxter 

 
In 2010 I dared to criticise the BHPA Executive.  The wily Chairman challenged me to do better, and I was co-opted into the role of 
Sites Officer.  I was formally elected the following year. In a previous life I was an Army helicopter pilot with a background in Flight 
Safety.  I have been Chairman of the Dales Hang gliding and Paragliding Club for a number of years, serving as club sites Officer 
before that. Having dragged the BHPA Sites Database into the 21st Century I now manage its content.  It isn’t published as some 
sort of UK Sites Guide (that’s club business) but is used to deconflict between clubs/schools and to identify a single point of contact 
for each site.  I am also a Trustee of the BHPA Sites Trust Fund, co-ordinating all applications for grants and loans towards site 
purchase. Over recent years I have been attempting to improve the Civil Aircraft Notification Procedure (CANP).  Military 
bureaucracy has thus far got the better of me but I’m willing to continue to bang my head against that particular brick wall. I believe 
that the BHPA should strive to provide value for money. 
 
 
Bill Bell 

We all just want to get on with our flying unimpeded, me included. I get a lot out of my flying, and I am lucky enough to be able to 
devote some time to the BHPA in return.  
 
For the last decade I have been responsible for competition flying in all disciplines and I’m now passing the baton to the extremely 
capable Jenny Buck, who will I’m sure lead us to new heights. As we approach the handover, we have a British World XC PG 
Champion Russ Ogden and World Championship PG team, and all we back-room minions bask in the reflected glory!  It does show 
how significant UK pilots are in all disciplines on the world stage. 
 
Like everyone else on Exec, I try to play my part in steering the BHPA for the long-term benefit of the members, since my last 
election I have finally piloted the BHPA Foundation through the process of becoming a registered charity in the teeth of opposition 
from the Charity Commission themselves and I hope this will over time come to be a significant benefit to all free flyers. 
There are lots of things to do to help make the BHPA function and flourish, some things fascinating and some merely necessary. 
There is quite a bit of work involved, but I do enjoy my time on Exec – working with smart people keeps you on your toes!  
I hope you will again allow me to continue the work on your behalf in progressing current projects and even starting some new 
ones.  
 
 
Martin Heywood 

I’m still a “newbie” to free flight having only seriously taken it up in 1999 but have served on Exec for the past eighteen of these as 
Insurance Officer, Chairman and Vice Chairman. Regarding corporate matters I would regard myself as a problem-sorter and have 
found this has balanced well with others on Exec who it’s said have advantages over me in the ideas department - but that’s a good 
thing! I’m now retired from active flying due to a knee problem, but happy to continue offering my services. 
 

Angus Langford 

I am a recently retired chartered accountant and have held a number of finance director roles in the past. I’ve been interested in 
flying all my life and took up paragliding 20 years ago. I’ve taken early retirement to spend more time flying both in the UK and 
abroad. I have been treasurer of the BHPA for the past 13 years, during which time I’ve worked to keep costs and subscriptions as 
low as they can be consistent with maintaining the operational integrity and financial stability of the association.  
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Form of Proxy for Annual General Meeting 

I, _______________________________________________     BHPA Membership No. __________________________  
(FULL NAME IN BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 

of ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

being a Full Member of the British Hang Gliding & Paragliding Association Ltd hereby  appoint (See Note 1)   
_____________________________________________________________ the Chairman of the Meeting as my proxy 
to vote for me on my behalf at the Annual General Meeting of the Company to be held at 10:00 am on Saturday 12th 
February 2022 and at any adjournment thereafter. 

Please indicate with a cross (X) in the relevant space provided whether you wish your votes to be cast for or against the 
resolutions set out in the Notice convening the Annual General Meeting.  In the absence of specific directions your proxy 
will vote or abstain as he thinks fit. 

Resolution 1 That the Accounts and the Report of the Executive Council for 
the year ended 31st March 2021 be approved. 

Resolution 2.       That five members be elected by ballot and appointed to 
the Executive Council from the following five candidates                                                                             
(indicate with an X up to five candidates only): 

M. Asquith 

M. Baxter 

B. Bell 

M. Heywood 

A. Langford 

 

Resolution 3 That Fortus Audit LLP be appointed as auditors and the 
Executive Council be authorised to fix their remuneration. 

Signature ________________________________            Dated this day of                                             2022. 
Notes:  1.   If it is desired to appoint any person other than the Chairman of the meeting, his name and address should be inserted in the relevant place, 

reference to the Chairman should be deleted and the alteration initialled.  A proxy must be a Full Member who is entitled to vote in his own right. 

FOR                   AGAINST 
  

FOR 

FOR                  AGAINST 


