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safety matters

The EN 926-2 paraglider standards were formulated by Working 
Group 6 – a small working group of experts from several European 
countries that includes Angus Pinkerton (who is the Convenor) and 
now Mark Shaw from the BHPA (Mark Dale was on the working 
group for many years previously). The original objective of WG6 was 
to create a paraglider certification standard whose classifications 
would be as objectively determined as possible. It created the four-
level scheme that pilots have become familiar with; from the least 
stable level (D), which was intended to have greater ‘passive safety’ 
than the previous certification schemes’ top levels, to the most 
stable level (A) being ‘safer’ than any gliders then in production. 

To ensure that the WG kept on track (writing, testing and validating 
EN926 took the best part of ten years!), short descriptions of these 
four classes were set down early on. These were purposely kept 
simple for the benefit of WG6 members, many of whose members 
first language was not English. (WG6 was originally French 
sponsored, but is a Working Group of the German-sponsored TC135 
Technical Committee. And conducts its business in English.) 

In 2010 the FSC recognised that the EN descriptors in the final 
standard, whilst fine for their original purpose as an aide-memoire 
to the working group, would benefit from further explanation. 

The EN paraglider certification classifies gliders as A, B, C or D. 
These classes are further explained in terms of the glider’s ‘flight 
characteristics’ and the ‘pilot skills’ required to fly the glider 
safely. The idea is that pilots can read the ‘flight characteristics’ 
and ‘pilot skills required’ descriptors, decide which of those four 
categories most closely matches their flying situation and needs, 
and then chose a glider that has been certified at that level. That 
way there is a good match. 

So step one is deciding whether you are an A, B, C or D pilot. Step 
two is buying a wing in that class. But have you really understood 
the descriptors when working out whether you are an A, B, C or D 
pilot? Let’s take a look at them. 

Flight characteristics. This innocent-sounding heading is used to 
describe the glider’s tendency to get out of control and fall out of 

Check your lines! 
More than one recent BHPA Formal Investigation report has revealed pilots flying paragliders in otherwise         
good condition but with lines which were out of spec. and often out of symmetry, and sometimes with shortened 
control lines. Lines may even be within the manufacturer’s published tolerances yet still put a wing out of trim to 
a small degree.    

Control (brake) lines can often shrink by significant amounts over 
time. As the process is gradual the pilot is often unaware of any 
change. The shortening, often by several cm, may have little or no 
impact on the performance of the glider. However it can become an 
issue when a pilot needs to make sudden and direct control inputs, 
for example when needing to recover from an asymmetric collapse. 

Gliders with higher level certification require precise pilot input when 
attempting to recover from dynamic and unstable situations. When 
control lines are shorter than specification it can be easier for the 
pilot to inadvertently induce a stall by excessive use of the controls. 

It is less common these days for pilots to shorten control lines  
for their own perceived convenience. The FSC believes there is no 
reason for pilots to ever move brake handle positions and 
recommends that the correct manufacturer’s certified position 
should be maintained. 

Pilots are advised to have their gliders regularly checked at a 
recognised facility to ensure that their line and control line 
lengths are as the manufacturer intended. Pilots purchasing 
second-hand gliders should always check that the brakes are   
set as per the manufacturer’s specification.


