
The CFI /CAC/CTC  shoul d ensur e that al l  I nstr uctor s dul y appoi nted as Assessor s wi thi n the school
or  cl ub ar e ful l y qual i fi ed, ar e i n cur r ent pr acti ce and that they under stand thei r  r ol e and
r esponsi bi l i ti es. 

I t i s not necessar y for  the candi date to make for mal  appl i cati on thr ough the BHPA for  assessment -
the school  or  cl ub can be appr oached di r ect.

The CFI /CAC/CTC must ensur e that any and al l  tr ai ni ng i s compl eted, and the necessar y l og entr i es
r ecor ded, befor e al l owi ng the assessment to be car r i ed out. 

I t must be cl ear l y under stood by the Assessor  and candi date whi ch l i cense or  extensi on i s bei ng
sought and the type cl ear l y enter ed on page 1 of the attached pr o- for ma.

The Assessor  shoul d compl ete the r el evant check boxes on page 1, checki ng l og r ecor ds wher e
necessar y. Al l  other  cer ti fi cates shoul d be cur r ent and val i d.

Befor e the assessment star ts the candi date must be br i efed on what to expect and what hi s or  her
r esponsi bi l i ti es ar e -  i t i s, for  i nstance, expected that they woul d take al l  oper ati onal  deci si ons;
the Assessor  i nter veni ng onl y i f safety i s thr eatened.

The assessment shoul d be conducted i n a l ogi cal  sequence, cover i ng the gener al  ar eas shown. Wher e
the Assessor  detects a weakness i t must be expl or ed to deter mi ne whether  safety i s j eopar di sed.
Catch questi ons or  scenar i os ar e not al l owed, nor  i s the i ntr oducti on of del i ber atel y unsafe
si tuati ons or  equi pment.

Assessor s must avoi d tur ni ng the assessment i nto a tr ai ni ng event -  the candi date's per for mance
shoul d be j udged by obj ecti vel y scor i ng r el ati ve to a sensi bl e standar d. Candi dates who br eak a
Safety Requi r ement and potenti al  Oper ator s who fai l  to car r y out Emer gency Pr ocedur es near -
faul tl essl y shoul d be fai l ed automati cal l y and the assessment shoul d stop.

On compl eti on of the assessment the candi date shoul d be debr i efed on hi s or  her  str engths and
weaknesses and, i f fai l ed, the r easons must be gi ven ver bal l y and r ecor ded on the pr o- for ma. 

I f successful  the detai l s must be enter ed cl ear l y i n the candi date's I nstr uctor  Log Book (Extensi on
secti on)  or  -  for  Dual  P i l ots, i n the Fl i ght Log Book (Endor sement secti on) .

Fi nal l y, the compl eted pr o- for ma must be r etur ned to the BHPA Offi ce for  r ecor di ng and for  the
Chi ef Exami ner 's scr uti ny.

British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association
The Old Schoolroom, Loughborough Road, Leicester, LE4 5PJ.  Tel. 0116 261 1322  Fax. 0116 261 1323

Instructions to Assessors

ALTHOUGH NO ASSESSMENT FEE IS PAYABLE BY THE CANDIDATE -

THE REGISTRATION FEE AND INSURANCE SUPPLEMENT(S) MUST 
ACCOMPANY THE ASSESSMENT PAPERWORK.  Standard Registration fee £10.

(NB - AEID and Dual Pilot PG(H) incur insurance supplements, please contact the office for current fee).

Revision: 02/2010



British Hang Gliding 
and Paragliding
Association Ltd

The Old Schoolroom
Loughborough Road
Leicester LE4 5PJ

Tel (0116) 261 1322
24 hour answering
Fax (0116) 261 1323

Assessment Pro-forma
When completed the CFI/CAC/CTC is to return all pages to the BHPA Office with the Registration fee.  Standard fee of

£10 for all assessments. (NB - AEID and DP PG (Hill) incur insurance supplements, please contact the office for current

fee).

P AR T 1 To be completed by the Assessor

Candidate's name                                                 M/ship No.                 Telephone No.                          

Type of assessment                                                                                                                                   

Assessor s and assistant Assessor s                                                                                                            

I confir m that the candidate has met al l  the pr e- r equisites and pr oduced the fol lowing documents for
ver ification:

(*) It is recommended that Operators hold a 1st Aid Certificate

Date of assessment                                                Site                                                                       

Comments                                                                                                                                                 

P AR T 2 Assessor 's r ecommendations ( 3 as necessar y).

The r egi s tr at i on f ee (£10) i s  attached -  please r ecor d the fol lowing (I have enter ed the detai ls in
the candidate's Instr uctor  Log Book):

I ns tr uctor  Li cence Ex tens i on: TOW (Round) ■ TOW (Wing) ■

Tow  Coach Li cence: TOW ■ AEROTOW ■

Oper ator  Li cence: AEROTOW TUG ■ AEROTOW TUG ■

(Flexwing) (3 Ax is)

MOBILE/PAYOUT WINCH   ■ STATIC WINCH ■ VEHICLE ■

AEI  (Dual  Onl y ):  HILL  ■ TOW ■ AEROTOW ■

Dual  P i l ot Li c :    HILL  ■ TOW ■ AEROTOW ■

Signed (Assessor )                                                           Date                                 _____

Name  ______________________________________ Memb.No.__________________

Revision: 02/10
Pages: 1 (White)

a) BHPA val id Instr uctor  l icence
b) Per sonal copy of the r elevant Technical Manual
c) Instr uctor  Log Book/Oper ator  Log
d) Val id Dr iving Licence
e) Fl ight Log Book
f) 1st Aid Cer tificate (* )
g) Pi lot r ating in the r elevant discipl ine
h) Pr oof of tr aining cour se completed
i)  Coach Cour se

Instructor AEI Dual
Extension   Tow Coach   Operator       Dual           Pilot

N/A N/A N/A                 N/A

N/A N/A

N/A

N/A                 N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A N/A N/A

DISCIPLINE:     HG ■ PG ■ PA ■



British Hang Gliding 
and Paragliding
Association Ltd

The Old Schoolroom
Loughborough Road
Leicester LE4 5PJ

Tel (0116) 261 1322
www.bhpa.co.uk
Fax (0116) 261 1323

Revision: 03/08
Pages: 2 (White)
Page 1 of 2.

PRACTICAL ELEMENT

GENERAL TOW UNIT CONTROL Poor Fair Avg Good V Good

Ability to assess conditions ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Briefing of tow unit crew (as appropriate) ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Positioning of tow unit for launch ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Take-off control & understanding ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

During tow, control & understanding     ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Reaction to tensiometer readings ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Reaction to signals ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Ability to assess height ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Landing Control & techniques (PA Round only) ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Tow line management ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Ability to cope with varying conditions ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Tow unit (and ancillary units) management ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Understanding of suitability of tow unit type ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES Poor Fair Avg Good V Good

*Reaction to glider getting off line:  

a) glider slowly turning off line

i) ground/low level ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

ii) high level ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

b) glider rapidly turning off line

i) ground/low level ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

ii) high level ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

* At least one of these items MUST be completed practically but only as a ‘role play’ imagined event (ie,
during a perfectly normal tow the assessor declares that this, that or the other is happening to the glider and
the operator should respond accordingly). The other scenarios may be assessed through discussion.

The minimum acceptable standard is ‘Average’

EQUIPMENT CARE & MAINTAINANCE Poor Fair Avg Good V Good

Ability to repair tow lines ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Awareness of need to have tensiometer checked regularly ■ ■ ■ ■

INTERVIEW ELEMENT

PRE-OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS Poor Fair Avg Good V Good
Understanding of who is in charge and why ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

DRIVING & EMERGENCIES Poor Fair Avg Good V Good
Importance of all round vision ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Causes of rotation/lockout ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Dangers of ‘rocket’ take off ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Dangers of too slow a take off ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Dangers of near stall take off ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Importance of canopy/glider position relative to tow line ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Awareness of need to release both line ends in emergency ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

ASSESSMENT - OPERATOR



CARE & MAINTENANCE OF EQUIPMENT Poor Fair Avg Good V Good
Understanding of breaking loads of line ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Understanding of weakening effects of knots ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Preferred methods of line storage and reasons ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Knowledge of tensiometer hysteresis ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Knowledge of tensiometer calibration/reliability ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Knowledge of serviceability/maintenance of tow unit ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

OF SAFETY REQUIREMENTS Poor Fair Avg Good V Good
General ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Tow launch ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Specific bans ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Purpose of weak link ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Permitted weak link values ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

FLIGHT SAFETY Poor Fair Avg Good V Good
Basic airfield procedure and signals ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Awareness of other sports in close proximity ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Assessment - Operator Page 2 of 2



THE CHIEF EXAMINER’S BRIEF

The assessor  shoul d r ead out each poi nt i n the r el evant secti on bel ow i n tur n and sati sfy himsel f
that the newl y qual i fi ed member  i s awar e of the added r esponsi bi l i ti es. He shoul d ensur e that
he has r ecor ded the detai l s of the qual i f i cati on i n the candi date’ s I nstr uctor  Log
Book  -  the entr y  must be cl ear  and si gned and dated by the Assessor .

To Al l  Successfu l  Candi dates:

The chai r man of the Fl yi ng and Safety Commi ttee wants you to be made awar e of the fol l owi ng
poi nts:

1. You may onl y oper ate, i nstr uct or  super vi se i n the di sci pl i nes shown on your  l i cence and i n the
Li cence Extensi ons secti on of your  I nstr uctor  Log Book.

2. When acti ng as a qual i fi ed BHPA member  you have a DUTY OF CARE towar ds those whom you ar e
towi ng, car r yi ng or  i nstr ucti ng. Don’t be i ntimi dated by anyone to car r y out oper ati ons or  tr ai ni ng
that you ar e not happy wi th; and do not hesi tate to cease fl yi ng or  r estr i ct or  r epeat exer ci ses.

3. Tr eat ever y si tuati on as uni que -  students, tows and fl i ghts. Be r eady for  the unexpected and
r emember  that the weather  can change dr amati cal l y, especi al l y i n hi l l y ter r ai n, near  the coast, or
i n the summer .

4. You must compl y wi th the r equi r ements l ai d down i n the BHPA Techni cal  Manual ; and you shoul d
r ead, take note and act on al l  Safety and Tr ai ni ng i nfor mati on whi ch may appear  i n the SKYWINGS
magazi ne, pl us any offi ci al  Safety Noti ces you may r ecei ve.

5 . SAFETY R EQUI R EM ENTS,  R ECOM M ENDED P R ACTI CES AND OP ER ATI NG
P R OCEDUR ES M UST BE FOLLOWED.

To L i cenced I nstuctor s gai n i ng an addi ti onal  Ex tensi on:
1. You MUST war n al l  newcomer s to the spor t about the RI SK of i nj ur y. I t i s a spor t -  NOT a fun
fai r  r i de.

2. Make cer tai n that ever y student i s a BHPA member  -  i ssue an i ntr oductor y Member shi p
cer ti fi cate or  check thei r  BHPA member shi p car d.

3. I f you’r e not sur e whether  to submi t an I nci dent Repor t, then send i t i n anyway.

4.The i ssue of your  l i cence means you ar e consi der ed competent to oper ate unsuper vi sed and to
tr ai n students and pi l ots to al l  l evel s wi thi n the per mi tted categor i es but you sti l l  have much to
l ear n.

To newl y  L i cenced Oper ator s:
1. You may now oper ate the tow uni t pr ovi di ng that ther e i s a sui tabl y qual i fi ed I nstr uctor  or  Tow
Coach i n char ge of the oper ati on. 

To newl y  L i cenced Dual  P i l ots:
1. You MUST war n al l  newcomer s to the spor t about the RI SK of i nj ur y. I t i s a spor t -  NOT a fun
fai r  r i de.

2. I f you’r e not sur e whether  or  not to submi t an I nci dent Repor t, then send i t i n anyway.

3. When oper ati ng wi thi n a school  you must ensur e that anyone you car r y  i s a BHPA member .
Outsi de a school  envi r onment thi s pr ocedur e i s str ongl y r ecommended.

NOTE:THI S QUALI F I CATI ON ( AND THE ATTACHED BENEF I TS)  I S VALI D ONLY WHEN
USED W I THI N A R EGI STER ED BHP A SCHOOL OR  CLUB .

BHPA 12/06


